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Introduction


Tonight as we continue our study through the Bible looking at different characters to study, we come to King Agrippa.  As we look at his life and brief encounter with Paul while on trial, we can learn from both men.  Agrippa had the chance to hear and accept the gospel truth on one hand and Paul on the other hand, even in time of trial, continued to preach the gospel truth.  Let’s start though with a little background on King Agrippa.
I. Agrippa’s Bio

· He was actually Agrippa II

· The great grandson of Herod the Great, the same man that attempted to put Jesus to death when he was a baby.

· Agrippa also had a great uncle who had put John the Baptist to death and he had another uncle who put the apostle James to death.

· His family hand themselves really wrapped up in the gospel, and put many of God’s men to death.

· That is one reason God would say near the end of the Old Testament, “Jacob have I loved and Esau have I hated” – because the Herods were going to descend from Esau.

· Agrippa II was an Edomite, he came closer to salvation than any other member of the Herod family.

· He was educated in Rome

· Caesar his friend, made him the King over Palestine at the age of 17, but didn’t go to Palestine until he was 21.

· He knew a great deal about the Jewish religion

· He knew their customs and he knew the Old Testament.
· Agrippa had been a profligate; he was affected and infected by the immorality of the Roman Empire.
· His marriage to Bernice was clue to that.

· She was his sister and herself been married twice before.

· You can imagine Paul the apostle standing there before this couple, presenting the gospel to them.

· If you remember when Paul was converted on the road to Damascus, the Lord Jesus said this in Acts 9:15, “He is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentile, kings, and the children of Israel.”

· Paul went through his entire ministry without an opportunity to appear before the King, now he stands in trial before King Agrippa and Governor Festus.
II. The Trial (Acts 26)

· Acts 26:1-2, “Agrippa said to Paul, ‘You are permitted to speak for yourself.’  Then Paul stretched out his hand and proceeded to make his defense: ‘In regard to all the things of which I am accused by the Jews, I consider myself fortunate, King Agrippa, that I am about to make my defense before you today.”

· You can almost hear a sigh in Paul’s voice, He has finally gotten the chance to preach the gospel to the king as the Lord had told him he would and he knows that Agrippa will understand him, because of Agrippa’s education in the Jewish religion.

· Verse 3, “You are expert in all customs and questions which have to do with the Jews.  Therefore I beg you to hear me patiently.”

· Paul is essentially saying listen up Agrippa, I am not going to give you my defense, but I am going to try to win you to Christ.

· Paul starts off in verse 4 by saying, “So then, all Jews know my manner of life from my youth up, which from the beginning was spent among my own nation and at Jerusalem; since they have known about me for a long time, if they are willing to testify, that I lived as a Pharisee according to the strictest sect of our religion.  And now, I am standing trial for the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers: the promise to which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly serve God night and day.  And for this hope, O King, I am being accused by Jews.”
· Paul is telling the King that hey before when I was a Pharisee the people had no problem with me, but now that I claim the promise of Jesus Christ that God gave to all of us, I stand before you judged.

· Paul now turns the questioning back to King Agrippa and everyone listening in verse 8, “Why should it be thought incredible by you that God raises the dead?”

· That was the hope for the people, not the crucifixion of Christ, but rather the resurrection.
· Unfortunately, today people still have Christ hanging on the cross.

· All to often preachers preach on the death of Christ and what it meant, but they forget to mention that Christ was raised from the dead and that is what gives us hope for tomorrow.

· Paul as he continues in verses 9-15, tells Agrippa, I used to think that same way myself, before God got a hold of me and the road to Damascus.

· Now listen to Paul – he is going after Agrippa’s soul here.

· Verse 19-26, “So, King Agrippa, I did not prove disobedient to the heavenly vision, but kept declaring both to those of Damascus first and also at Jerusalem and then throughout all the region of Judea, and even to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to repentance.  For this reason some Jews seized me in the temple and tried to put me to death.  So, having obtained help from God, I stand to this day testifying both to small and great, stating nothing but what the Prophets and Moses said was going to take place; that the Christ was to suffer,…”
Listen because Paul is going to give him the gospel now, 

“That the Christ was to suffer, and that by reason of His resurrection from the dead He would be the first to proclaim light both to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles.  While Paul was saying this in his defense, Festus said in a loud voice, ‘Paul you are out of your mind! Your great learning is driving you mad.’  But Paul said, I am not out of my mind, most excellent Festus, but I utter words of sober truth.  For the king knows about these matters, and I speak to him also with confidence, since I am persuaded that none of these things escape his notice; for this has not been done in a corner.”
· A lot of people, even today are under the impression that when Jesus Christ died on the cross and was raised from the dead on the third day it was some sort of secret known only to a small group.
· But notice that Festus, the governor knew, he knew all about it, and Agrippa the king knew all about it as well.

· It was common knowledge in that day.

· Festus and Agrippa, could have said we have never heard of this, but they didn’t, because it was common knowledge the Christ raised from the dead.

· Notice that Paul doesn’t give them time to think about an excuse here, in verse 27, he says, “King Agrippa, do you believe the Prophets?   know that you do.”

· Paul knew King Agrippa and he knew his background.

· King Agrippa gives his answer in verse 28, “Then Agrippa said to Paul, ‘In a short time you will  persuade me to become a Christian.’”
· Paul makes one final response in verse 29, “And Paul said, ‘I would wish to God, that whether in a short time or long time, not only you, but also all who hear me this day, might become such as I am, except for these chains.’”
· Paul standing there on trial graciously, wishes that they all could be saved as well.

· Here stood Paul in chains and on trial, but was the only person there that was not bound by the chains of sin.

Closing
That’s the way some people are.  They go through life, unable to come to a decision like Agrippa.  All of us here today are required by God to make a decision; the decision to go to heaven or hell.  Agrippa made his decision that day, and Paul had given him the opportunity.  Friends, there is no room for indecisiveness when it comes to your salvation.  Likewise, we all have a duty to up hold like Paul, to preach the gospel message in and out of season that hopefully people will come to Christ.
