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Celebration of Freedom

Acts 12:1-16

Introduction

As we have been studying the Early Church we read in chapter 9 about Paul’s conversion.  Paul had been released from his imprisonment of sin to the emptiness of his former relationship with God that did not solve his sin problem.  What Paul experienced before his conversion was a diplomatic relationship with God, very cold and very distant.  What Paul enjoyed after his conversion was a warm, loving relationship with his Father in heaven.


In chapter 10 the message of Jesus had also spread into the Gentile community.  Cornelius, a Roman centurion, brought his family into the Christian fold.  The gospel was spreading like a wild fire.


In chapter 11 the message of Jesus spread to Antioch.  It was in Antioch that believers were first called Christians.  They were true believers.


Now here in chapter 12 before us this morning, the non-Christian world has become deeply disturbed and determined to do everything possible to halt the spread of the gospel message.  When things are going well in the Church – look out!  Satan will find a way to create problems.


Today, I want you to see 3 things in this portion of the scripture:  (1) The Imprisonment; (2) The Release; and (3) The Celebration

Read Text

I. The Imprisonment (vv. 3-4)

A. Herod has killed James, the brother of John already.

1. As politicians do, to please the people (the Jews), he jails Peter.

a. Herod had nothing against Peter, but if he wanted to keep the masses pleased with him.

2. He made sure Peter could not escape (v. 4).

a. He was being guard by 4 squads of soldiers.

b. There were 32 soldiers watching his every move Peter made.
i. Which was not much seeing that Peter was shackled to two soldiers at all times.

B. Herod underestimated the power of a praying church though (v. 5)

1. These people just didn’t say a short and simple prayer for Peter and go about there lives.

2. They got down on their knees and did some fervent praying.

II. The Release (vv. 6-7)

A. God responded to the fervent prayers of His people, who prayed in faith.

1. Never forget this:  God is in charge and always has the final say.

2. Satan cannot do what God cannot undo.

B. According to verse 6, Satan appeared to be totally in charge of the situation.

1. This was not the first time he was going to lose the battle with God though.

2. Remember the three young Hebrew men in Daniel 3, who were thrown into the fiery furnace.
3. Remember Daniel’s experience in the lion’s den (Daniel 6).

C. God miraculously released Peter (vv. 7-10)

1. Peter’s chain fell off

2. The prison door opened.
3. He walked out of jail as a free man.

a. Remember he was being watched by 32 soldiers.

b. But numbers don’t matter to God.

c. When He moves, there is no stopping Him or His will.

4. Peter went to the house where God’s people were gathered praying for his release.

D. Peter’s release brought great joy to the Church that day.

1. At first, they had trouble believing he was free (vv. 13-15)

a. They knew the ferocity of Herod and his soldiers.

b. No one escaped from Herod’s prison, or even came out alive.

2. Experiences such as these released the Church from fear of the enemy.

3. When we already know that we are going to win the war with Satan, it’s a whole lot easier to go to war against him.

III. The Celebration 

A. Satan says, “I have you under my control,” God responds, “Oh, no you don’t!”

B. We all have received great news!

1. The prison door of slavery to sin is open, and we don’t have to stay there!

2. Those of us who respond to God’s guidance enjoy great freedom.

3. We may feel as Peter did in verse 9, but we can also ultimately feel as Peter did in verse 11.  VICTORIOUS!!

Closing

What the committed, obedient people of God enjoy seems like a dream for most; but it isn’t, it’s reality.  We may not understand it, but we enjoy what God has done for us.  If Satan still has you imprisoned in a sinful life, God offers you freedom.  The choice is yours to make.  You can either remained bond to this world and the lies of Satan or you can receive the full and free release that God offers through His son.  Which will you choose?
