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Church Discipline

Galatians 5:26-6:6

Introduction


Sin is a reality in the life of every Christian.  John tells us in 1 John 1:8, “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is no in us.”  If Christians were not subject to sin they would not need to full armor of God in order to stand and resist the devil.

Sin no only affects the believer, but also God and others, including both believers and non-believers.


The greatest heartache a pastor can have is to see believers under his care willfully continue in sin and thereby lose personal blessing as well as usefulness.  The most important pursuit for all Christians is holiness.  Holiness involves growing in Christ-likeness, in knowledge of and obedience to God’s Word.  Holiness involves correcting that which is impure.  This is the theme of our text today.

READ TEXT


A Christian’s first concern must be for his own holiness and purity of life.  God’s Word makes it clear, that we also have a responsibility for the holiness and purity of the rest of the church.  We need to be careful though, because the pursuit of holiness can be perverted into self-righteousness.  No sin does greater damage to the church or is more offensive to God than self-righteousness.


The flesh naturally resists discipline, and no one enjoys being rebuked.  But the spiritually sensitive Christian understands that even though it may sting at first, it brings peaceful righteousness.  God disciplines for the same reason that a loving parent disciplines:  for the good of their children.


Just as the flesh makes it easy to ignore sin within the church it also makes it easy to discipline in the wrong way and with the wrong spirit.  There is always temptation to deal with sinning members out of a self-righteous, judgmental attitude rather than from a genuinely humble and righteous concern for the purity of the Lord’s body.


Here in our text, Paul addresses that danger and admonishes the reader to take special care to discipline in the right way.  Rather then being boastful, challenging one another, and envying one another; church members must be loving, gracious, and helpful to one another, even to those who sin and offend.  When we discipline a member of the church and try to restore them, we have three responsibilities we fulfill:
I. Pick Them Up (v. 1)

· The first responsibility of a spiritual believer who seeks to restore a fallen brother is to help pick them up.

· When a person stumbles, his first need is to get up, and often they need assistance in doing it.

· So it’s an integral part of church discipline, to help them get back up on their feet.

· Even if a man is caught in any trespass, he deserves help and encouragement as well as rebuke.

· The word caught here, may imply that the person was actually seen committing the trespass, indicating there was no doubt about their guilt.

· Paul’s use of the world trespass has the basic idea of stumbling of falling.

· The person doesn’t commit the sin with premeditation but rather fails to be on guard, thinking they can withstand the temptations.

· The responsibility for the discipline of those who stumble as well as for those who commit more serious sins, rest on the shoulders of church members who are spiritual.

· Spiritual believers are those walking in the Spirit, filled with the Spirit and manifesting the fruit of the Spirit.

· The spiritually and morally strong have a responsibility for the weak.

· Paul says in Romans 15:1, “We who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength and not just please ourselves.”
· This doesn’t mean that the spiritually strong believers are to be suspicious and inquisitive of everything.

· Those are no qualities of spirituality

· But they need to be sensitive to sin whenever and wherever it may appear in the church body.

· When the Pharisees brought the woman caught in adultery out to Jesus in John 8, Jesus wasn’t interested in destroying the woman but in helping her, and that should be the attitude of Christians toward other people, especially other Christians.
· The attitude of every Christian should always be the attitude of Jesus.

II. Hold Them Up (vv. 2-5)
· The second responsibility of a spiritual believer who seeks to restore a fallen Christian is to help hold them up once their back on their feet.
· Christians are continually to bear one another’s burdens.

· Bear has the idea of carrying something with endurance and burdens refers to a heavy load that is difficult to carry.

· This represents anything that can tempt a believer to fall back into sin.

· A persistent, oppressing temptation is one of the heaviest burdens a Christian can have.

· We often forget that even though we are freed from sin, that doesn’t mean we are freed from its temptation.

· Anyone who has been delivered from a trespass has an obligation to let his Christian friends help them carry their burdens.

· It isn’t spirituality, but pride that makes a person want to go in alone.

· James 5:16 tells us, “Confess [their] sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that [they] may be healed.”

· Paul as strong as he was in the Lord, talks about how he himself was in conflict with the flesh when he came to Macedonia and how Titus came alongside him to hold him up.

· When believers bear one another’s burdens, they fulfill the Law of Christ.

· The Law of Christ is to love one another, just as Christ loved us.

· One reason many Christians don’t bother to help fellow Christians is that they feel superior to sinners and wrongly consider themselves to be spiritually something when the truth is they are really nothing; their no better than the Pharisees.

· Paul tells us that we are to carry our own load here.
· The load he is referring to is the “light” of Christ.

· We have an obligation to carry the light that Christ has given us.

III. Build Them Up (v. 6)

· The third responsibility of a spiritual believer who seeks to restore a fallen brother is to help build them up.

· This verse at first glance does not seem to fit into what Paul is focusing on in the passage here.

· The seemingly obvious interpretation and most common, is that Paul is telling the church to pay their pastor’s fairly.

· Which is a New Testament teaching, but not what Paul is talking about here.

· The key world here is share.

· The person who teaches and the one who is taught have a common fellowship and should share all good things.

· We are to share all the good things the Bible offers us.

· The spiritual Christian who has picked up and held up his fallen Christian also needs to build them up in the Word as well.

· If we will do our part to teach and share the word with one another, we can ensure that we are building a strong foundation under ourselves that cannot be broken.

Closing

If we are going to be a healthy church body, then we need to be a body that is ready to discipline.  We need to make sure thought that we are doing it in the right spirit, by picking them up, holding them up, and building them up.  When we ensure that we have meet these three responsibilities, we can rest in knowing that we have done our best for the Lord.
