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Introduction


In days past and even today there are a large majority of people in the world that believe that they can stand before God on their own merit and character.  And that same error is even being preached from pulpits around the world – that we are accepted on the basis of our own character and our own little good works.

However, when a so-called good man will come God’s way, recognizing his need and facing the reality of this life and the life to come, God will save him.  The man we are going to look at tonight did exactly that.  Cornelius was one of the first gentile converts to Christ after Pentecost.  On the day of Pentecost as recorded in Acts 2, as far as we can tell, all believers were Israelites.  The early church was made up strictly of those who belonged to the nation of Israel.  It was not until about eight years later in the home of Cornelius, where a group of Gentiles had come together, that there took place what is called – the gentile Pentecost.


Now in the tenth chapter of Acts, you have God’s record of that great transition period from law to grace.  It is how God brought men over the high mountain pass of the cross between the valley of law and the valley of grace.


Now I want you to take a look at this man Cornelius, because he was a man worth knowing even before his conversion.

I. His Name (v. 1)
· Cornelius may not mean very much to us, but it identifies him with either of the two leading families of Rome, two of the oldest families.

· Cornelius had a remarkable background.

· He had character

· He had good parents and a good genealogy.

· His vocation was that of a soldier.

· And a Roman soldier was rough and tough and often very brutal.

· They were probably the best disciplined soldiers that world has ever seen.

· But he was just a soldier, the text says he was a centurion.

· This means he was a officer

· Centurions were leaders of a century unit, consisting of 100 men.

· They were responsible for keeping the law and order in the vast Roman empire.

· But notice that Cornelius was not just a centurion either, he was with the Italian Regiment.

· These men were mostly volunteers and strategically placed in Caesarea by the Emperor to put down any riots that may arise.

· Keep in mind that Caesarea, not Jerusalem was really the capital of Judea at this time.

· So he was stationed at the center of all activity in Israel.

II. His Spirituality (v. 2)

· This verse tells us that he was a religious and devout man.

· We are told that he feared God.

· Now that is a eye opener, considering that fact that he came in to the land of Israel as a pagan who worshipped the Roman gods.
· Then he found out about the living and true god and learned to fear Him.

· Then we are told that he gave alms generously.

· Israel laid great stress upon the giving of alms.

· You will even find the Jesus Christ in the Sermon on the Mount referring to it, when He tells the rich young ruler who came to Him, to sell everything that he had and give it to the poor.

· The giving of the alms occupies a very prominent place and Cornelius “gave alms generously to the people,” which means the Jewish people.

· We  are told that he prayed to God.

· The word for prayer here is an unusual word.

· It means that he went with petitions, he brought his needs to God.

· I would suggest to you that this man went to God and said, “O God, I want more knowledge of spiritual things, I need more light.”

· And God heard him and answered his prayer.

· Not only that, Cornelius was a man of influence, which is something that we need today.

· Look at verse 2 again, it says, “A devout man and one who feared God with all his household.”

· His household followed him.

· His influence didn’t stop there though, read verses 7-8
· This man even had influence among the soldiers that were under his command.

· As you can see, Cornelius was a good man.

· He had all the outward features of a Christian and he had them to the highest degree.

· In today’s world he would pass as Christian.
· But Cornelius was not saved.

· I want to call your attention to two verse:

· John 1:9 says, “That was the true light which gives light to every man coming into the world.”

· This speaks of Christ and the fact that He lights every person who comes into the world.

· In other words, there is a light that even the heathen have, there is light that every person who is born into this world has.

· Cornelius lived up to the light he had.

· Romans 1:18, “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men [that which is subjective, that which is in the heart, and that which expresses itself], who suppress the truth in unrighteousness.”
· This simply means that people did not live up to the light that was given to them.

· Cornelius is God’s answer to the question: What about the poor pagan or the good heathen who wants to know god and has never had a chance?  Is he lost?

· The answer is, any man on earth who will live up to the light he has, God will give him more light always.

· There is only one catch in this type of question.

· There are no good heathen, not in Caesarea then and not in our world today.

· Romans 3:10 tells us, “There is none righteous, no, not one.”

· Cornelius is a man who lived up to the light he had, and God will move in his behalf.

· But there is a small problem, how could God get the gospel to Cornelius a gentile.

· Remember for eight years the early church was exclusively Hebrew.

· At that time the church had not great evangelistic conference to see about getting the gospel to the Gentiles.

· In fact, they weren’t even concerned about it.

III. The Preparation for Conversion (vv. 3-22)

· The very moment God was dealing with Cornelius He was training Paul the apostle to be a witness to the Gentiles.

· So while Paul was getting his training complete, God sends Simon Peter to open the door to the Gentiles.

· Peter was probably the must prejudiced of the apostles and you could almost call him a bigot at this time in his life.

· God was starting to work to get Peter in the home of Cornelius, so the Gentiles could hear the gospel.

· Look at verses 3-6

· Joppa is only a few miles down the coast from Caesarea and Cornelius in instructed to send for Peter who is there.

· At that same moment, the Spirit of God was preparing Simon Peter as well.

· If the messengers of Cornelius would have come to the door, before God had prepared Peter they probably would have had the door slammed in their faces.

· But notice what happens in verse 9-13.

· Peter who is just a bundle of contradictions where says, “Not so, Lord!”
· Now how can you call Him Lord and at the same time say no to Him?

· That is inconsistency as its worst.

· You find a man here a man who is saved by the grace of God, used by God on the day of Pentecost, and he can still say, “I’ve never eaten anything unclean.”

· We can be quick to criticize here though, because under grace if you don’t want to eat, you don’t have to.

· The thing is, he was able to say, “Honestly, Lord, I’ve never eaten anything unclean.”

· But after the Lord repeats Himself w more times, Peter finally starts to get it.

· About this time there comes a knock at the door, guess who Cornelius’ messengers, right on time.  God’s time that is.

· Read verses 17-22 with me.

· I am sure that Peter was a little reluctant, but he went any way and there in Caesarea, he finally gets his eyes opened up.

· Verses 24-26

· Notice, he reached down and pulled him to his feet, “Stand up! I myself am also a man.”

· I like the way he did that.

· This man Cornelius was still a pagan, a heathen, and as a Roman he worshipped heathen gods and bowed down to priest of those gods.

· Remember he had been instructed by an angel to send for Simon Peter, so he probably concludes that this man must be really important.

· Cornelius was doing something that a Roman would do.

· In essence, Peters says, “First of all, let’s get this straight.  You don’t fall down before me.  I’m a man, that’s all I am, just a man.”

· The  old Simon Peter comes out for a little bit now and in verse 27-28, he literally insults Cornelius.
· Peter basically says, I consider this place unclean.

· Now you and I wouldn’t go into a person’s home and tell them that their house is dirty, but Simon Peter did.

· But thankfully, Peter pushes on.

· In verses 34-35, Peter essentially says, “I don’t know anything else to do but just preach the gospel to you.

· In verse 39-43, Peter shares the gospel with Cornelius and everyone else that Cornelius had brought in to hear from Peter.

· In those verses Peter shares the facts of the gospel, that it is to believe and receive Christ, that is what saves a man.

· Cornelius and us as well, needed the remission of sins.

· Now notice what happens next: verses 44-46.

· The Jewish Christians would not have believed that God would save Gentiles if this had not happened.

· The Gentiles spoke in tongues, that is, in languages they had never learned and where magnifying God.

· Later in Acts 15, Peter testifies on the behalf of the new Gentile Christians in Jerusalem, truly believing in what the Lord had just done.

Closing
The whole point of this character study is this.  The question is not concerning what you have done or what you have joined.  The question is simply this: Have you had a saving grace encounter with Jesus Christ?  Cornelius was saved that day.
