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Glorying in the Cross

Galatians 6:14-18

Introduction

In the world today, there are only two basic religions: divine accomplishment and human achievement.  The religion of divine accomplishment is the gospel of Jesus Christ, who, by God’s sovereign grace, provided for man’s redemption through the sacrifice of Himself on the cross.  The religion of human achievement encompasses all the other religions of the world, which share the common basis of works righteousness, of seeking to please God by various forms and methods of human merit and effort.

If you were to carefully study the various religions and cults of the world, you would soon discover that, without exception, they are founded on some form of human effort and works righteousness.


It is only grace-centered, biblical Christianity that is from God.  Every other form of religion is from Satan, inspired by his demon spirits, promoted by his lying human agents, and centered in works righteousness.  Those who trust in Jesus Christ and His finished work of redemption are saved, whereas those who trust in any other means of salvation remain lost.


Before the Messiah came to earth, Old Testament Judaism was the most perfect expression of belief in God, because it was founded on His revealed Word and pointed to the need for a Savior.  But after the saving Messiah came, Judaism was no longer valid in God’s sight, and a Jew who rejected Christ was spiritually as pagan as any worshipper of Zeus or Baal.  In the same way, professed Christians who in the name of Jewish legalism sought to add human effort to the finished work of Christ were also ungodly enemies of God.  Those were the Judaizers, who boasted in their flesh.


Paul in our in final text in our study of the book of Galatians, literally says, may it never be that way.  He is telling the Galatians that it was inconceivable for him even to think of boasting in anything by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.


Paul gloried in the cross because it was the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross that was the source of his and every believer’s righteousness and acceptance before God and brought the end of his hopeless frustration in pursuing God through works.


No matter how relatively good a person manages to be in their own power, they fall far short of the absolute moral and spiritual perfection that God requires.  Jesus said that the divine requirement for men is to be perfect as God is perfect (Matt. 5:48), and it is only through the cross that divine perfection is made available to those who believe in Christ.


Here in out text tonight, Paul gives us three reasons for glorying only in the cross of Jesus Christ.

I. The Power to Free Men from the World’s Bondage (v. 14b)

· The first reason that Paul gives us for glorying in the cross is its power to free men from the bondage to the world.
· That word world in the New Testament is kosmos, which refers to the order of the evil world system ruled by Satan and his agents.

· The life of a person apart from Jesus Christ is the life of a victim of that system.

· It is a meaningless life, a life with no hopeful plan, purpose, or reason for being.

· It is a life ruled by the flesh.

· The person without Christ is often haunted by the past.

· They cannot free themselves from the guilt of things they have done and failed to do.

· Yet there is no way of relieving their guilt or anxiety.

· In one way or another, every unbeliever is in bondage to the futilities and frustrations of the world.

· The person who belongs to Jesus Christ, however, is freed form the world’s evil and hopelessness.

· They know that their past, present, and future sins are forgiven through Christ’s death, that their present life is in the Holy Spirit’s care and strength, and that their future life is as secure in heaven as if they were already there.

· Everything a believer ultimately treasures is in heaven.

· Their heavenly Father is there
· Their Savior is there
· Their eternal home is there
· Their rewards are awaiting them there
· But a believer’s blessings are not all in the future.

· In this present life they have the awareness of God’s presence and love and peace, the consciousness that God is alive and that they are alive themselves because of what Christ accomplished on the cross on their behalf.

· In light of the immeasurable blessings of the cross, Paul therefore says, “The world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.”

· The phrase the world has been crucified to me relates to the believer’s spiritual position before God, to the fact that they have trusted in Christ for salvation and are not united with Christ through His death on the cross.
· When a person received Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, sin becomes a dead issue, the law becomes a dead issue, and the world becomes a dead issue.

· The phrase and I to the world relates to the Christian’s practical living before God.

· The faithful believer has no more compelling interest in the things of the world, though they still fall prey to its lusts.

· Paul tells us in Colossians, “If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.  For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.”  (Col. 2:20-22; 3:1-3)
II. The Power to do what the Flesh Cannot do (v. 15)

· Second, Paul gloried in the cross because of its power to do what the flesh, weakened and corrupted by sin, cannot do.
· As a Jew, he had done everything he could in his own power to please God; but he discovered that, instead of pleasing God, he was actually persecuting God’s own Son.

· For a Jew circumcision is no anything significant, meaningful, or valuable, Paul says, and for a Gentle uncircumcision does not mean anything.

· Circumcision and uncircumcision together represent the world systems of religion, which is constituted by legalistic Judaism and all the countless forms of cults and paganism.

· All of those systems rely on the flesh, and consequently none of them is of any value for salvation.

· But the power of the cross makes the believer a new creation in Jesus Christ.

· Jesus told the highly religious and moral Nicodemus, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3).

· The old life cannot be remodeled, even by God, because there is nothing good in the flesh on which to build.

· Man needs an entirely new life, a new birth, a new creation.
III. The Power to Bring Salvation (vv. 16-18)

· Third, Paul gloried in the cross because it has the power to bring salvation to all of those who will walk by this rule.
· Paul here seems to imply an invitation to the Judaizers and to any others who do not know Jesus Christ as Savior.

· They did not have to remain lost and alienated from God.

· Through faith in Christ, they too, could walk by this rule of the gospel.

· “God so loved the world,” Jesus declared, “that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.  For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world should be saved through Him.  He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God” (John 3:16-18).

· Men cannot change the terms of salvation, but they can refuse the terms.

· And when they knowingly refuse God’s offer of salvation, their judgment is greater than if they had never heard the gospel at all.

· No matter what their religious convictions or accomplishments, those who are apart from Christ are “hostile toward God” (Rom. 8:7).

· Every unbeliever is at war with God and will find peace only in the cross of Jesus Christ.

· In a final warning here, Paul says, “From now on let no one cause trouble for me, for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus.”

· Paul here is talking to some of the Christians in Galatia who, though genuine believers, were nevertheless being influenced by the Judaizers.

· They not only were helping corrupt the churches but were causing Paul great trouble and heartache.

· No doubt many believers in Galatia had witnessed Paul’s receiving some of the brand-marks he bore on his body.

· At Lystra he was stoned and dragged out of the city, and left for dead.

· Every blow that Paul received was really a blow against Jesus, his Master and Savior.

· Whenever a Christian is persecuted for their faith, it is really Christ who is being persecuted through them.
· When Paul was on the way to Damascus to arrest and imprison Christians there, the Lord said to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”
· Because Satan and his world system can no longer afflict Christ directly, they afflict Him indirectly by persecuting the church, God’s body.

· Paul makes one last declaration as he closes his letter to the Galatians.

· It is a declaration of grace over law, faith over works, the internal over the external.

· He simply says, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren.  Amen.”

Closing


The letter to the church at Galatia was essentially a letter reminding the believers and us today, that because we have trusted in Christ, not ourselves, we are free.
