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Isaac and Rebekah

The Bridegroom and the Bride

Genesis 24

Introduction

The story that we find here in Genesis 24 is one of the loveliest love stories in the Bible.  It is the story of how Isaac gets his bride.  

Read vv. 24:1-8; 10-21
Now the servant comes into the home of Nahor.  Right away he tells his story, how he’s come to look for a bride for his master’s son.

Read vv. 50-67
It isn’t just a great story because Isaac finally finds a bride, but reminds us of Another who is yet to take a bride.  It is a marvelous picture of the relationship of Jesus Christ and His church.

I. The Servant’s Commission

· You remember Abraham called his servant and sent him to Mesopotamia to find a wife for Isaac.

· He has not gone on his own business or to get a bride for himself.

· He has not gone to talk about himself.

· He has gone to talk about another.

· One of the figures of speech used in the New Testament is that the church is someday to become the bride of Christ.

· The Spirit of God, like this servant of Abraham, has come to talk about Another.

· Our Jesus Christ promised that he would send the Holy Spirit into the world and that when He would come He would not speak of Himself.

· Now let’s look back at the story here before us.

· Abraham is sending his servant back to the old hometown to choose a bride for his son Isaac.

· He didn’t want Isaac to marry one of the daughters of the Canaanites, a people given to idolatry and paganism.

· Abraham wanted Isaac’s bride to be a woman from among his own people back in the land of Haran.

· He didn’t send Isaac himself, and there’s nothing strange about that because parents always made the choice in that day.

· We shall see that this choice of a bride is a marvelous picture of the Lord Jesus Christ securing His bride, the church.

· You see, the Holy Spirit has come into the world to get a bride; and that bride, my friend, must be made up of children of God – those how have been regenerated and given a capacity for heaven and the things of heaven.

· And so, He’s come into the world for that purpose.

· The servant of Abraham had a heavy assignment, didn’t he?

· It was up to him to get a bride for somebody else!

· The last thing I would want to do, is pick a mate for another person.

· I would just have a hard time putting my heart into ask a girl to marry someone else.
· So I marvel at this servant in his tremendous undertaking because he is going to put all of his heart and all of his soul into it.

· As he gets to Nahor, he doesn’t know where to go or to even start looking so he stops by the local well and he asks God’s help.

Read vv. 12-14, “Then he said, “O Lord god of my master Abraham, please give me success this day, and show kindness to my master Abraham.  Behold, here I stand by the well of water; and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw water.  Now let it be that the young woman to whom I say, ‘Please let down your pitcher that I may drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink, and I will also give your camels a drink – let her be the one.  You have appointed for Your servant Isaac.  And by this I will know that You have shown kindness to my master.”
· Before he is even done praying this servants notices Rebekah coming to the well.

· So he goes to her and ask for a drink from her pitcher.

· She not only says “Yes”, but tells this stranger that she will water his camels till they thirst no more, all ten of them.

· When she is done watering the camels, the servant gives her a gift and bows down his head and worships the Lord.

· He knows now that he is in the will of God and that he is experiencing His clear leading in his life.

· There’s noting more satisfying than that.

· He was a servant that just a little while ago, was so uncertain and moving carefully, hoping to do the right thing, but now he’s sure.

v. 27, “And he said, “Blessed be the Lord God of my master Abraham, who has not forsaken His mercy and His truth toward my master.  As for me, being on the way, the Lord led me to the house of my master’s brethren.””

· Now going back to the story line, Rebekah goes home and tells everyone about what has just happened.
· Her brother Laban sees the gold bracelets and earrings, and knowing how Laban is from other sections of scripture (a schemer) runs out to this servant and welcomes him into his house.

· The family takes care of the camels and the other men with the servant and then puts out a hug spread of food for him.

· But before the servant will eat, he tells them, hey I have to tell you why I am here.

· He goes on to tell them about his mission to find a bride for Abraham’ son Isaac and tells of how wonderful Isaac is.

· Bethuel and Laban know exactly who Abraham is and they also know of the heart that Abraham has for God, so they have no problems believing what this servant is telling them.

· So they look at one another and essentially say, “If this is God’s doing, then who are we to say no, you can take Rebekah.”

II. Rebekah’s Choice

· Now  the next morning when the servant tells them that he is packing up and heading back to his master’s house, they object.

· They ask for if Rebekah can stay for atleast ten more days.

· The servant simply says no, we have to leave today.

· So, the father says, “Well, the thing to do is to ask Rebekah.”

· When they ask her, she doesn’t delay when she says “I will go.”

· She has already made up her mind.

· She heard all that she need to hear about how wonderful this man Isaac was the night before.

· She has been won; not by the bridegroom though, but by the servant.

· I like that girl.

· She has made a forthright decision.

· There’s no beating around the bush here.

· This girl has made a decision.

· Friends, after Jesus returned to heaven’s glory, He sent the Holy Spirit to earth as He had promised.

· The Holy Spirit has come from heaven into this world with the assignment of calling out a bride for the Son of God.

· The church is to be the bride of Christ, and she is to be presented to Him someday.

· Sometimes I think we have the wrong impression.

· I’m not sure the Holy Spirit is begging us to come to Christ as some folks seem to indicate.

· He is presenting the claims of the Son.

· He is declaring that He was virgin born, that He died on the cross, and that He rose again from the dead.

· He is saying that the Son is to inherit all things.

· Now the Holy Spirit is asking us, “Do you want to come along? If you don’t, I’ll go down and talk to your neighbor, because I’m calling out a bride.  I’m calling out those who constitute this body of believers spoken of as the bride of Christ to be presented to their heavenly Bridegroom someday.”

· I thank God for Rebekah, this young woman who said, “I will go.”

· Peter wrote in 1 Peter 1:8 speaking about Christ, “Whom having not seen you love.”

· Oh, these tip toeing folks, these lackadaisical folks, these people in our churches who want to be conservative and want to be liberal at the same time, who don’t want to take a stand for God, who don’t want to come out and accept Christ.

· “I’ll go,” Rebekah said.

· Friends, you have a choice.

· If you won’t go, the Holy Spirit will move on to someone else, because He’s calling out a bride for the Son of God!

· And He’s telling you about the Son, how wonderful He is.

Closing
There are a lot of people standing on the sidelines right now saying, “Yes, Jesus is wonderful.”  But have they ever said to Him, “I’ll go with You?”  Have you ever said, I’ll go.
