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Jeremiah’s Draft Notice
Jeremiah 1:4-10

Introduction


The military draft is not something that anyone looks forward too or hopes for in their life.  It is a necessity though and because of it, the military draft has radically changed many men’s lives.  Here in the opening of the Book of Jeremiah we see another type of draft, a ministry draft.  And that draft changed the life of Jeremiah forever and it affects us today.  

My question for you today, as we look at the draft of Jeremiah, is how would you have responded, to God’s draft?

READ TEXT

I. God Calls Jeremiah (vv. 4-5)

a. Jeremiah’s Preparation (vv. 4-5a)

· Even before Jeremiah was a twinkle in his parent’s eye, the Lord was laying out the road map for his life.
· The beginning of verse 5 tells us that the Lord had consecrated Jeremiah before he was even born.

· The Lord has done the same for each and every one of you here tonight.

· Before you were conceived, the Lord had a plan for your life as well.

b. Jeremiah’s Appointment (v. 5b)

· Everything that had taken place in Jeremiah’s life up to this point was a preparation for him to become a prophet, just as God had already appointed him.
· Each of us has been appointed to a role in this life and if we were to look back over the years, you would see how the Lord has moved to bring that appointment to be.

· I will use myself as an example.

· God appointed for me to be a pastor

· I was not very confident or disciplined, so God moved me into the direction of the Air Force, were I received that confidence and direction.

· I was unable to speak in front of people or even be in a room with a lot of people; so the Lord moved me into a military instructor position where I would receive the training and skills needed to stand up and speak for Him.

· I was not very well educated; but the Lord used the military and the education assistance to get me all the way through seminary.

· At the time, I didn’t think anything about it when it was all happening.

· But when the Lord called me to be a preacher, I could look back and see how he had been preparing me.

II. Jeremiah Disagrees (v. 6)

a. Based on Ability – “Inadequate”

· Doesn’t this sound like some of us; we stop ourselves before God can use us, based on our perspective of our abilities.
· Jeremiah, is saying, “Lord I don’t know how to speak to people.”

· Of course, he knew how to speak to people, or else he would have had a rough life, getting what he needed.

· Jeremiah just didn’t think he was good enough.

· He was limiting God’s use of himself, based on his abilities.

b. Based on Age – “Inexperience”

· But, if his speaking ability wasn’t enough, now he uses his age as an excuse.
· Lord, “I’m too young, I don’t have any experience, people won’t listen to me!”

· Jeremiah forgot that God wants to use the inexperienced and inadequate so they understand that it is God and not them.

· When we say, “Lord, I can’t”; the Lord replies, “Your right, but I can!”

III. God Commands Jeremiah (vv. 7-8)

a. Forget your Age (v. 7)

· The first thing the Lord commands Jeremiah to do is to forget about his youthful age.
· God was not sending out a young man to speak on his behalf, God was sending out a messenger that He was going to speak through.

· Out age, young or old should not be a issue when the Lord calls.

b. Forget your Fears (v. 8)

· The second command God gives Jeremiah, is to not be afraid.
· God was not sending him out alone; He was going to be with him all along the way.

· The same is true today for us, we are never asked to go out alone.

· The Lord will never ask us to do something He hadn’t already done himself and without going with us.

· If Jeremiah would have gone in fear to speak to the masses, they would have eaten him alive.

· When God calls us to go, we need to head out with confidence knowing that we have the biggest bodyguard watching our back.

IV. God Touches Jeremiah (vv. 9-10)
After the Lord had called and commanded Jeremiah to get past his excuses, God touches Jeremiah.

a. His Provision – Words (v. 9)

· God stretches out His hand and places His Word in Jeremiah’s mouth.
· This provision goes back to the command He gives Jeremiah in verse 7.

· When the Lord calls us to a work, He will always provide for us all that we need to fulfill that calling.

· Jeremiah was called to be a prophet and the Lord gave Him the words to say.

· You will always be more influential to this world when you use God’s word, instead of ours.

b. His Appointment – Power (v. 10)

i. To destroy

· If the Lord was going to re-establish Israel, He was going to have to tear them down to get their attention.
· To build a good marine or any soldier, the first thing they do is tear them down to the bare bone minimum.

· Jeremiah was called to break down and destroy the current way of the Israelites.

ii. To rebuild

· God never leaves His people torn down though, thus He appoints Jeremiah to rebuild them after tearing them down.
· God was telling Jeremiah to bring Israel back to their spiritual foundation and start to guild them back up correctly.

· Often the Lord needs to get us back to our foundations, to get us refocused.

· That was the appointment given to Jeremiah.

Closing

The key is that whenever the Lord calls, we need to be ready to move out.  The reason the United States was such a force to be dealt with during WWII thru Vietnam, is because people heeded the call of duty, even if it meant giving up their own dreams.  As Christians, we need to remember that God’s call always trumps our plans.

Jeremiah was young and probably full of dreams, when the Lord sent out his draft notice.  Jeremiah could have chosen to be a draft dodger and go to Canada, but he chose instead to heed the call and make a difference.


What would you have done, if it was you in place of Jeremiah?  What have you done with the calling that the Lord has already placed on your life?  God has a calling for all of us.  The question tonight, is will you heed the call?
