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Jochebed

Exodus 6:20; Hebrews 11:23-24

Introduction

When the question was asked on Jeopardy, “Who was the mother of Moses?” not one contestant was able to give the correct answer.  In fact, one of them suggested it was a trick question because he didn’t think Moses’ mother was even mentioned in the Bible.  Let me ask you the question:  Who was the mother of Moses?

Exodus 6:20, “Now Amram took for himself Jochebed, his father’s sister, as wife, and she bore him Aaron and Moses…”

Jochebed is one of the greatest mothers mentioned in the Word of God.  She rates right up there with Sarah and Rachel.  She is, indeed one of the great mothers of Scripture.  What she did for her son was beyond wonderful.  Notice what Hebrews 11:23-24 says about her.

“By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s command.  By faith Moses, when he became of age refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.”
This is her place in the 11th chapter of Hebrews.  Though she is not mentioned by name, she is referred to here; and her importance is the fact that she was the guiding light in Moses’ life during those formative years.
The life of Moses can be divided into three forty year periods.  

· The first forty years were spent in Egypt. Where he was in a palace and drawn out which his name means.

· The second forty years were spent in Midian, in the desert and served as a period of discipline.

· The third forty years were spent at Sinai and around Mount Sinai in the wilderness, when he truly became the man of God who delivered Israel.

I want you to notice that the first thing we’re told is concerning his parents. “By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s command” (Hebrews 11:23).  That has to do with the parents, but when I turn back to Exodus 2, I find out it was his mother who was the prime instigator in hiding him.  It was his mother who made the little watertight ark to float him in and left him there among the reeds of the Nile River, knowing that Pharaoh’s daughter was going to be there.  It was his mother who had oversight in this particular period of his life.

It took real courage in that day to defy the edict of a pharaoh; and the one who would incur his wrath probably would suffer the death penalty.  Exodus 2: 2-9, give us a good picture of Moses’ mother.  Here is a mother whose faith is so strong in the Lord that she defies pharaoh’s orders and hides her son for three months.  Faith is never foolish, nor is it fanatical either.  In her wisdom, she built that ark for him to safely float right over to where Pharaoh’s daughter was going to be.  She knew which way the water was flowing and she knew exactly when pharaoh’s daughter came down to the river to bath.

Her plan didn’t stop there though.  The text tells us that Miriam, Moses sister stood afar off, to know what would be done to him.  That’s was not accident or a overly protective sister.  That was mom at work.  She had planned for Miriam to stand in watch in the distance to be ready to act when pharaoh’s daughter had Moses drawn from the river.  Jochebed knew that no woman could not reach out in love to a little baby that was crying.  She also knew that she would not be able to properly nurse Moses as was needed.  So here comes Miriam to offer some assistance.  But Jochebed was going to get something that she didn’t plan on.  

Exodus 2:9, “Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away and nurse him for me, and I will give you your wages…”

Here is something that Jochebed was willing to do for nothing, but now she’s going to be paid to openly take care of her own precious baby!

Here we begin the most important phase of Moses’ life.  No mother ever had the influence Jochebed had upon this boy as she raised him.  That is why I truly believe that Moses said what he did in Hebrews 11:24-26, that he “refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt…”


She instilled in Moses in the time that she had with him all that he needed to be drawn into a relationship with God, so when God called out to Moses in the wilderness, he knew the voice of the master.

Closing
Parents have an amazing privilege of raising and educating our children about the Lord.  So that one day, they to can stand on their own and decided for themselves that serving God is far greater than anything the world has to offer us.
