Lifting Up Jesus
Acts 8:1-13
Introduction

The story of Jesus doesn’t end with His ascension.  In the Scriptures His story continues in the lives of the disciples.  Today the story goes on through our lives.

The primary assignment of the Church is to lift up Jesus.  We are not a social or political action entity.  There are other groups whose primary cause is to address those issues.  No one else in the world is lifting up Jesus.  They sure are doing a great job of trying to tear Him down though.  Therefore, our primary message is to keep the story of Jesus alive.

Read Acts 8:1-13

Let’s Take a Quick Look at What Happened in the Early Church that Kept the Story of Jesus Alive.  The disciples had been filled with the Spirit (chapter 2), and they were preaching up a storm.  God was doing great things through them (chapters 3 &4), people were being healed and saved from their sins through the obedience and service of the disciples.  They were holding the things of the world loosely (chapter 5), they understood that nothing this world had to offer was comparable to that which is given by God.
When those in the world do their worst, God does His best.  They crucified Jesus, and God raised Him from the dead.  They stoned Stephen and God gave him the face of an angel.

In the momentous experience of Stephen’s death, a young religious man saw Jesus.  Saul was exposed to Jesus as never before.  Although Saul was not converted at the time of Stephens stoning, the seeds of his conversion were sown.  There is strong belief that he had observed Jesus, but like most religious rulers, was not ready to follow Him.  The experience of Stephen’s death exposed him to Jesus in a special way.  

Here in Acts 8 the entire Church was given the opportunity to lift up Jesus.  From that experience, I want us to see just what happens when we obediently lift Jesus up in our life’s.
I. When Jesus is Lifted Up, People Respond.

A. With the religious crowd the response may be opposition (v. 3)

B. How did those who were scattered respond (v. 4)?
1. They remain faithful and steadfast in their preaching of the gospel message.

2. They were not going to let a little opposition low them down.

C. Satan must have wished that he had never started the persecution.

1. He lost when he crucified Jesus

2. He lost again by scattering the believers.

3. As a result the gospel was spread.

D. The people of the world are hungry for the truth about God.

1. They are not interested in dull, dry religion.

2. They are interested in Jesus (v. 12).

a. When I went to the Dominican Republic back in 2005, I was amazed just how hungry the people were to learn about Jesus Christ.  I would just walk down the street on the small town we were in and pull out my Evangel Cube.  It’s this puzzle like cube that you can use to help tell the story of what Jesus has done for us to save us from our sins.  It is really helpful in a foreign country, since it has pictures and my Spanish was limited.  But I would pull out my cube and the people especially the children would come running from across the street to see what it was.  And as I started to share the gospel with them, they wouldn’t slam the door or wonder off, they would get excited and ask to hear even more.  They wanted to hear about Jesus.  In that one week that we were there, we had over 1,000 decisions for Christ.

E. When we will lift Jesus Up in our lives, people will respond.

II. The Holy Spirit Cannot be Bought (vv. 14-25)

A. The power the apostles were demonstrating comes only through the grace of God.

1. It cannot be earned or bought

2. It comes solely as a result of obedience

3. When you ask God into your life, the Holy Spirit automatically enters into your heart.

a. The Holy Spirit is like an unlimited treasure chest of resources for the Christian.

b. Put you cannot use the treasure unless you learn how to find it and pull from it.

c. Each one of you here today that is saved, has the same potential to changes life’s as those disciples did.

i. All that it requires is obedience and a continually effort.

B. The rest of the story is the natural result of turning God loose in our lives.

1. When you decide to turn God loose in your life, you unleash a power that is unbelievable.

2. It’s like taking a 1 ton Brahma bull at a rodeo and pinning him into the gate.

a. He may have a lot of power in him, don’t he can’t take advantage of it, until he can turn it loose outside the gate.

b. Man, once that gate is open though, the power is evident.

c. If you don’t believe me, just ask a cowboy how hard it is to stay on a bull for 8 seconds.

III. Seeing Jesus Changes Everyone

A. Philip continues to obey God and lift up Jesus (vv. 26-27)

1. For Philip to just take a walk out into the desert because a angel told him to, must have seemed like a strange thing to do.

a. But he did it

b. That is called obedience.

2. People who are obedient have beautiful experiences.

B. Philip lifted up Jesus to the Ethiopian eunuch.

C. The result was that a man far removed from the Church came to Jesus.

1. That eunuch was so excited, that he ask Philip to baptize him right there in a small pool of water off the road.

Closing


Our assignment as Christians today is to lift up Jesus wherever we may go.  Verse 12 in our text today, clearly states this assignment and it also gave us the resulting possibilities for the Church.  As the Church lifts up Jesus, the world will respond.

