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No Impossible Cases
Acts 9:1-19
Introduction

God’s timing is always perfect.  The stoning of Stephen as described in chapters 7 and 8 sets the stage for the experiences in Chapter 9.
Read Text


The church had been pushed out of its comfort zone.  The early Christians were in a situation where they must totally depend on God.  People who depend on God learn He is worthy of their trust.  Satan can turn up the heat just as he did for the Hebrew children.  But God takes care of the details.  You might get warm, but you will not burn when you depend on God.


If you remember anything this morning from this service, remember these two words: “but God.”  Satan stirred the mob into a bloody frenzy as they stoned Stephen, but God opened the heavens.  Satan put Paul and Silas in jail, but God gave them a song.

There are three great lessons that are taught in this chapter.  There are no impossible cases with God.  God permits His people to share in what He is doing.  Discipling new converts is exciting.

I. Lesson #1:  There are No Impossible Cases (vv. 1-9)

A. Take a look at Saul (see Phil. 3)

1. Pharisee of the Pharisees

2. Highly religious

3. Zealous in keeping Jewish law and commandments.

4. A persecutor of the church

5. He was a hard case but remember, there are no impossible cases with God.

B. There lesson is clear.

1. God takes care of the difficult cases.

2. He did not send Ananias to Paul until He himself had moved on the man.

3. When Ananias shows up to meet Paul, Paul was already a changed man, he just needed some guidance now.
II. Lesson #2:  God Uses Obedient People (vv. 10-18)

A. Ananias was a believer who professed allegiance to Jesus.

1. Listen to his response to God’s call in verse 10, “Here, I am Lord.”

2. His reply was, “Lord I’m here, what can I do for you today”.

B. People in whose lives Jesus is Master are eligible for some wonderful experiences.

1. Such people have no trouble being obedient.

2. Their answer is always yes.

3. Once Ananias was clear on what God wanted from him, he obeyed. (v. 17)
a. We need to come to a place in our lives, where we are ready and willing to serve, at the Master’s calling.

b.   When we delay blessings pass us by.

C. Many religious people today live dull, boring, unblessed lives.

1. Their sins are forgiven, but Jesus is not fully the Master and Lord of their life.

2. They cheat themselves out of blessings if they never try something that can’t be done without God’s enablement.

a. If they can’t do it themselves, they don’t do it.

b. They get stuck on “I CAN’T”, and fail to remember that “GOD CAN”

c. I thank God that I got past that “I CAN’T” stage when God called me to be a minister.

i. I am blessed everyday to preach and teach the Word of God.

ii. But, if I would have remained stuck on the “I CAN’T”, I would be missing so many blessings.

3. The pure joy of life is realized when we become obedient to the clear commands of God.

III. Lesson #3: Discipling New Converts is Exciting (vv. 26-27)

A. Barnabas (whose name means “the encourager”) was a great mentor.

1. Barnabas stuck to Paul like glue.

2. He was always helping, encouraging, as he traveled with Paul on his first missionary journey.

3. Barnabas was willing to do whatever needed to be done.

B. We wonder what would have happened to Paul’s ministry without Barnabas’s willingness to disciple and to complete the tasks at hand.

Closing


We can expect some hard cases to be broken down and come to know Jesus.  We need some Ananias type people to come to their side initially.  We then need some Barnabas type people to rise up to guide these new believers into spiritual maturity.


Remember, there are no impossible cases with God.
