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Sowing and Reaping

Galatians 6:7-10

Introduction

To this point in the book of Galatians Paul has given his presentation on legalism in particular the legalism of the Judaizers and that it has not part in either receiving or in living the Christian life.  He has also given us instructions on how we should restore our sinning brother and sisters in Christ.  In our text tonight, he now admonishes any of the fallen believers who might presume upon God’s grace and resent being rebuked and offered help, by their fellow Christians.

Do not be deceived, he warns them, God is not mocked.  Deceived has the primary meaning of leading astray.  Paul was calling on the misguided Galatians to stop being deceived by others, because many of them had been led astray by the Judaizers into thinking that obedience to the Mosaic law, represented especially by circumcision, was necessary for receiving and living the Christian life.

The great danger of false teachers is not only in the evil of the teachings themselves but in their being taught as God’s truth.  A person who teaches heresy in the name of Satan, or simply on the basis of his own authority, seldom has much influence, especially in the church.  It has always been and will continue to be false teachers who claim to teach in God’s name who are the most destructive.  Jesus himself said that during the last days, such deceptive teachers will multiply greatly in both numbers and influence (Matt. 24:24).


It is for that reason that careful and consistent teaching of the full counsel of God’s word is so important, not only for building up the church in the Lord but also for protecting it against being weakened and destroyed.  An untaught believer is a weak believer and therefore a vulnerable believer.  Scripture not only is the believer’s food but also his armor.


When believers fail to acknowledge the reality or seriousness of sin in their lives, their hearts are deceived and God is mocked.  The second consequence is by far the worse, because it amounts to treating the Lord with contempt.  Mocked literally means to turn up one’s nose, and therefore to scorn or sneer.

For a sinner to sin willingly in any way and to any degree is to deny his Lord.  But to sin while thinking he is somehow immune from God’s standard of holiness is to mock the Lord and to mimic the world.


Here in our text tonight, Paul drives home the point that even believers can become guilty of mocking God and that being saved does not exempt them from the unavoidable consequences of His law of sowing and reaping.

I. This Divine Law Stated (v. 7b)

for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.
· It is common law in the farming world that whatever you sow, you will reap

· If you plant corn, you will get corn, not squash.

· That principle is just as true in the moral and spiritual world as well.

· Although men’s sin and deception often prevent them from seeing or acknowledging it.

· God’s Word is clear, “Those who plow iniquity and those who sow trouble harvest it.” (Job 4:8)

· To a great extent, a person’s character is the product of seeds planted in their early life.

· A child brought up to have his own way will grow into an adult who wants his own way.

· The law of sowing and reaping is just as valid in the spiritual as in the physical and moral realms.
· The frustration and hopelessness of humanistic psychology and psychiatry and counseling can be traced, among other things, to one’s refusal to consider the undeniable spiritual law of sowing and reaping.

· A person’s character cannot change until their nature is changed, and that can happen only thought the new creation that comes from trust in Jesus Christ.

· God warned the Israelites, “Be sure your sin will find you out.”
· The law of sowing and reaping is not contradicted by the gospel of grace.

· The law of salvation in Jesus Christ is, in fact the ultimate demonstration of that law.

· Jesus sowed perfect righteousness and reaped eternal life, which He gives to those who trust in Him.

· The believer reaps eternal life because, in faith, he is united with Christ and with what He has sown and reaped on man’s behalf.

· But the believer is not exempt from all the consequences of their own sowing.

· They will never reap the ultimate consequences of sin, which are death and judgment, because their Lord already reaped those consequences for them.

· But they continue to reap the earthly heartaches, wounds, shame and pain of his sins and foolishness.

II. The Divine Law Explained (v. 8)

· Every Christian has two fields in which they can sow, their own flesh of the Spirit.
· When Paul uses the word corruption here, is referencing the decaying of food, which turns from that which is beneficial to that which is harmful.

· The deeds of the flesh are always corruptive and can only make a person progressively worse.

· The ultimate corruption is eternal death, the wages of sin (Rom. 6:23).

· The British evangelical leader John R.W. Scott wrote, “Every time we allow our mind to harbor a grudge, nurse a grievance, entertain an impure fancy, wallow in self-pity, we are sowing to the flesh.  Every tie we linger in bad company whose sinister influence we know we cannot resist, every time we lie in bed when we ought to be up and praying, every time we read pornographic literature, every time we take a risk that strains our self-control we are sowing, sowing, sowing, to the flesh.”

· On the other hand, the believer who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.
· The Christian who is preoccupied with the things of God rather than the fleshing things of the world will produce the fruit of the Spirit.

· To sow to the Spirit is the same as to walk by the spirit, to be led by the Spirit, and to be filled with the Spirit.

· It is the same as abiding in Christ and in His word and having His words abide in us.

· The product of sowing to the Spirit is eternal life.

· It is not that only Spirit filled believers go to heaven.

· Every believer goes to heaven because every believer is forever a child of God and a citizen of God’s kingdom.

· Throughout Scripture, eternal life refers primarily to quality, not duration.
· The believer begins participating in eternal life the moment they trusts in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

· But just as their life does not always perfectly reflect the righteousness he has before God in Christ, neither does it always perfectly reflect the eternal quality of life he has in Him.

· Because it is external, no sin in a believer’s life can separate him from eternal life, but any sin in his life corrupts his reflection and enjoyment of that eternal life.

· That is why some Christians are among the most miserable, unhappy, and wretched people in the world.

· A persistently sinning believer can sometimes be more miserable than an unbeliever, simply because their sin is in constant conflict with and warring against their new nature in Christ.

· The sinning Christian has a battle raging within them that an unbeliever never experiences.

· The believer who sows in his own flesh does not lose the Spirit, but they do lose the fruit of the Spirit, among which are love, joy, peace, and patience.

· You see the fruit represents all the blessings of a life sown to the Spirit, life that, in faithfulness, and obedience, fully enjoys every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places of Christ.

III. The Divine Law Fulfilled (v. 9)

· For those who walk and sow in the Spirit, the fruit of patience often seems among the most elusive.
· After years of faithful, unselfish service to the Lord, a believer may have experienced little obvious evidence of the Lord’s blessing.

· Like Paul, he may have more problems, frustrations, and persecution at the end of his life than he had when he was a new believer.

· A Puritan preacher once said, “Many Christians are like children; they would sow and reap then same day if they could.”

· It is easy to become tired of sowing and be anxious for the harvest.

· Lose heart and grow weary carry the idea of becoming exhausted and giving up.

· They are the opposite of being “steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58).

· Sometimes, of course, the problem is not spiritual weariness but spiritual laziness, becoming weary from doing nothing rather than from doing good.

· Sometimes the problem is spiritual hypocrisy, hearing and talking about serving the Lord but doing little of it.

· But when a believer is genuinely and persistently faithful in doing good, they have God’s assurance that in due time they shall reap.

· Paul knew what it was not to lose heart and grow weary in the Lord’s work.

· He declared to the elders of Ephesus, “I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, in order that I may finish my course, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24).

· Paul reaped blessing in his life because he never gave up.
IV. The Divine Law Applied (v. 10)

· Here is a final, practical order that goes with the principle of sowing and reaping, given as a guide to believers in their walk in the Spirit.
· Opportunity literally refers to a fixed and distinct period of time.

· While we have does not refer to occasional opportunities that may arise in a believer’s life but to the total opportunity we have while we are here on this earth.

· This verse also gives the idea of seeking for and even making particular opportunities within the broader opportunity of our time on earth.
· Let me put it this way for you:  we are to be busy about carrying the gospel message into the world and creating opportunities, even when opportunities don’t seem to be present, until the Lord calls us home.

· As important as doing good to unbelievers is, however, it is especially to be demonstrated to those who are of the household of the faith.

· 1 John 4:20-21 says, “If someone says ’I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.  And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also.”
Closing

This type of sowing makes for joyful reaping, and it is also serves as a dynamic testimony to those outside salvation looking in.  How we treat each other is our greatest attraction to a world seeking love, kindness, and compassion.  So let us love one another, with the love of the Lord.
