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Stephen – Full of Faith

Acts 6:2-3, 5

A Man of Faith

· We are told in our text that Stephen was full of faith, which means more than saving faith.

· It is not the amount of faith that saves you, it is where your faith is placed.

· It is not even the condition of your faith.

· It may be even a fearful faith, but faith placed in Jesus Christ will save.

· The important thing is where your faith is placed whether it is in Christ or not.

Charles Spurgeon said, “It is not the joy in Christ that saves thee, it is Christ; it is not they hope in Christ that saves thee; it is Christ.  It is not even thy faith in Christ though that maybe the instrument.  It is Christ’s blood and merit that saves.”  

· Faith merely attaches us to Christ.

· Therefore it can be very weak faith.

· This man Stephen was full of faith, and that means that is life, as we shall see was based on conviction, a conviction that came to him because he was also full of wisdom.

· When the people were told to pick the first deacons, they were instructed to pick men that were full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, but when they picked Stephen, they added that he was full of faith as well.

· I believe that it is safe to day that Stephen’s faith was anchored on a real knowledge, and it was built on that which was common sense.

The president of a seminary out in the country years ago said to a young man who came to see him, “When you come here, there are three things that you will need.  You’ll need grit, gifts, and gumption.”
· Gumption is one of the most important things, and that’s what this man Stephen had – it means sanctified common sense.

· That was the requirement to be a deacon then.

· Stephen was full of wisdom and it gave him a conviction, a remarkable conviction so that it is said of him in verse 10, “And they [his enemies] were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke.”

· Folks today who are wobbly in their faith are not much of a witness for Christ.

· Stephen had a conviction!

· Conviction comes from the the same word from which we get our word convict and believe me a convict is someone that has been convicted.

· We need today, believers who are convicts – convicts in the sense that they are convicted and full of faith.

· That was the thing that marked Stephen’s life and set him apart.

Closing

I pray as a people of God that our faith wouldn’t be meager, but we would all be full of wisdom and faith, standing convicted to the calling of Christ on our lives.
