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The Anatomy of a Happy Home

Acts 10:1-8, 19-25
Introduction

The American home today is in desperate need of repair.  Many things have divided and ruined the home.  This passage before us today gives us a wonderful model for a Christian home.


There are some basic principles that apply here regardless of the size of the family.  When these principles have been established, the results are realized, and man are they good.  The scripture passage for today clearly illustrates the conditions that are required for a healthy, happy home.

Read Text

I. Cornelius was the Head of His Home and He Set the Pattern for the Family

A. As a Gentile, Cornelius was an unlikely candidate.  But he is proof that god responds when someone genuinely desires what is best for their family.

1. He was the head of his home and spiritually worthy of that responsibility (v. 2).

2. The scriptures indicate that God’s first preference is that the father be the head of the home.

a. Just look at the life of Noah, Joshua, and Joseph for a example of this.

3. Now in some cases women have had to take the lead in the home.

a. Hannah, Lydia, and Eunice are great examples of this.

b. These women didn’t let the fact that their homes where without a husband, stop their families from receiving the best of God. 

4. The key factor here though, is that someone must lead so that the family can follow.

B. Cornelius was a worthy model as the leader of his family.

1. He led his family in spiritual matters.
2. He was a generous man.

3. His children believed in him because of the way he lived.

4. He was willing to do whatever was necessary to please God (vv. 4-8).

II. God was Cornelius’s Ally in Reaching His Family

A. God prepared Peter for his role (vv. 9-19)

1. Prior to these, the chances of a Gentile, being ministered to by a follower of Christ, especially a Roman Centurion, has little to absolutely no chance in happening.

2. But God in His infinite grace shows Peter that His grace and love has no boundaries, and that we are not to determine who we should or shouldn’t minister too.

B. Peter responded as obedient followers do, they move once called (vv. 21-25).

C. The key to successfully caring for our families’ spiritual needs is for the spiritual leader to be obedient to God’s plan.

1. Spiritual leadership implies respect for God and reliance on Him.

2. Then we must follow His guidance, without limitations.

III. The Formula for a Happy Home has Not Changed

A. Someone must set an example worthy of being followed.

B. This will require a faithful commitment to spiritual exercises that life up Jesus.

1. What are those spiritual exercise you ask, well here they are:

a. Praying regularly

b. Reading the Word daily

c. Giving generously to God’s work.

C. The spiritual leader of the family must give willing obedience and an immediate response to God’s revealed will.

1. If God is calling you to act on behalf of your family in a particular way, He is not asking for you to do it next week.  

2. He wants it right now.

3. If you are going to be the spiritual leader of your home, then you need to be ready to act in obedience right now.

D. A great biblical example of the influence of a Christian home is Paul’s comment to Timothy as recorded in 2 Timothy 1:5.

“For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as well.”
1. While we know virtually nothing of Timothy’s father, we know that his grandmother and mother instilled in him with a love for God.
Closing


If we were to dissect a truly happy home, we would find the following: 

1. Someone in charge who is living a believable Christian life.

2. Someone who is seeking God’s highest and best truth.

3. Someone who is pursuing God’s will.

Happy homes do not come from a secret formula.  They are the result of families who want God to have first place in their lives.  Don’t you want that for your family today?

