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The Key to Great Joy

Acts 13:1-12, 44-52

Introduction

Between the opening and closing of this chapter before us today the key to one of life’s greatest treasures is clearly presented.  That treasure is a life of overflowing joy.  The key to a joy-filled life is obedience to the clearly revealed will of God.

Many Christians today live beneath their privilege because they fail to be totally obedient to God’s will.


In our scripture today the Church is marching on for Christ.  As a result of that obedience, wonderful things are happening.

Read Text

I. Paul and Barnabas found the Treasure by being Obedient to God’s Will (vv. 2-3)

a. They found this treasure by following the clearly revealed will of God rather than going along with what most of the church was doing.

i. They left the traditions of the day that presumed God only loved certain people.

ii. The traditions of the day are demonstrated right there in verses 42-45.

1. Go to church on Sunday and only expect to see your type of people.

b. Paul and Barnabas obeyed God even though they may not have fully understood.

c. God promises great blessings to those who obey Him (Isaiah 1:19).

“If you consent and obey, you will eat the best of the land.”
i. The reason some people struggle is because they argue with God.

ii. They fail to relax in His will.

iii. Some people just can’t let go and they struggle with God being in charge.

1. Why, because they can’t see the results of God’s will.

2. They fail to remember that they can’t only see what is taking place right now.

3. God knows what is going to happen today, tomorrow, and throughout eternity.

4. ILLUSTRATION: Scott Eadie in Philadelphia ministering in the inner city.  Scott only knew and saw the violence in the inner city, but God saw a people ready to hear the gospel.

d. The scriptures give us numerous illustrations of the wisdom of obedience.

i. In Joshua 3 the only way across the raging river to the Promised Land was through obedience.

ii. God does not explain His actions.  He just says, “Trust Me.”

1. Do you trust the Lord today?

2. I mean, do you really trust the Lord with everything you have?

3. Are you ready to take that step of faith, like the Israelites into the raging Jordan River?

II. This chapter is a Call for the Church to Follow God’s Leading

a. Paul reminded them of the price of disobedience (vv. 16-22)

i. The Israelites wandered in the wilderness because they failed to trust God (vv. 17-18).

1. God removed Saul as king because he failed to trust Him (v. 22)

ii. We cannot expect God to treat us any differently today if we disobey Him.

iii. If you are void of joy today, maybe you need to check our obedience gauge, you maybe running on empty.

b. All through the earlier chapters of Acts, the obedient disciples used their resources for God’s glory.

i. We read that they experienced great joy and blessings, because of their obedience.
1. The obedient followers of Christ in Acts 2, where filled with the Spirit at Pentecost.

2. In Acts 4, we read about Peter and John’s release from jail.

3. In Acts 11, we read about the gospel spreading even through persecution all the way to Antioch and beyond.
ii. It is greatly rewarding to use our material blessings for God’s glory.

c. It is easy to be obedient if we remember our Source of blessings.

i. God is the giver of all of our resources.

1. Our money

2. Our health

3. Our strength

4. Our Car

5. Our House

6. The list goes on and on.

ii. If I give away all that I have in obedience to Him, He will replace it many times over.

Closing

God takes pleasure in people who put Him first.  Who here believes that happy fathers have happy children?  That applies to God’s children as well, God is happy, so we should be happy.  If you want to experience the joy of verse 13:52, where it says that the disciples were continually filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit, practice obedience as it is laid out in the early part of this chapter.  Be willing to take the first step.
