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Two Lessons We Must Learn

Acts 6:1-15; 7:54-60

Introduction


As we have been studying the Early Church , we have noticed that the church has displayed its ability to handle the opposition of a hostile world.  If you remember last week, we looked at 5:40-42, and we saw how the apostles had just been flogged and told to quit preaching Jesus Christ, but they just kept on going, singing God’s praises all along the way.  You see, Spirit-filled people have an internal disposition that enables them not only to survive the opposition from the world but also to find a real sense of satisfaction about who they are in Christ.

That’s why the membership growth that we see in 6:1 happened then and will happen again today.  When we live lives that are filled with joy, the world will be attracted to Jesus.

Sometimes the Church is its own worst enemy though.  Internal problems can come as a result of the growth and influx of new people.  So today I want use to learn to very important lessons from this section of text.

Read Acts 6:1-15; 7:54-60

I. Lesson #1:  Even Spirit-Filled Churches Can Have Problems (vv. 1-7)
A. The word translated “complained” in the NIV and “murmuring” in the KJV comes from the Greek word that suggests the “buzzing of bees.”

1. People today complain about the:

a. Color of the carpet

b. The translation of the Bible in the pews

c. The new and different people the church is attracting.

2. The buzzing complaint in the Early Church was that no all the widows were getting the attention they felt they deserved.

a. The Hellenistic Jews felt that their widows were being overlooked and not taken care of.
b. They felt the Native Hebrew widows were being treated better.

3. In that day the only help widows received was from the Church.

a. There was no Social Security in that day.

b. There was no Retirement Pension Plan.

c. There was no Insurance policy to cash in.

d. The only place the widows had to turn was to the church.

B. The Church faced its problem in a sanctified manner.

1. They didn’t just uproot and leave for another church.

2. The people were willing to make adjustments in their lives.

a. Seven men were selected to serve as the first deacons in the church to serve all the widows.

b. But not only were they selected, but they willing served.

c. A key note here is that the men selected were mostly Hellenistic Jews.

3. Their compliance resolved the problem.

C. The alternative to having this type of problem is to not grow.

1. A large number of Christians would rather not grow though, then deal with the resulting problems.
2. When the Early Church responded in a way that demonstrated that Jesus had made a difference in their lives though, “the word of God spread” (v. 7).

II. Lesson #2: God Gives His People Special Strength to Face Difficult Situations

A. The political powers of that period became unhappy with what was happening.

1. Any time we invade the enemy’s territory, he strikes back.
2. Any time Satan looses his grip on someone, because they have given their life to Christ, he will attack with all his force.

3. Note verses 8-15
a. Stephen is preaching the word changing peoples lives.

b. His wisdom and spirit was astounding to the point that some of the people were unable to cope with it.

c. So, they start to tell lies about Stephen and stir up the crowd against him.

B. Stephen’s simple message of Jesus and demonstration of God’s presence upset the religious powers of that day.

1. The synagogue had a very structured role in the community.  (Tradition), you didn’t mess with that.
2. When Stephen poured new wine into old wineskins the synagogue members could not handle that.

a. Stephen was preaching against their tradition and they couldn’t handle it

3. Religion can be a comforting experience, and the synagogue offered that comfort.

a. Often people get into religion and they become complacent.

b. They forget about everything else that is going on around them.

c. They become selfish.

4. Christianity though makes us uncomfortable with what sin has done to our world.

a. When you are a true believer and you look at the sin of this world and where it is headed, it just turns your stomach and makes you nauseas.
b. If it doesn’t, then there is something missing that you need to find.

C. Stephen dared to upset the religious world of his day.

1. According to verse 11, they had no scruples.

a. They had to resort to lying to get people to turn against Stephen.

2. Stephen’s inner being shone thru though.

a. When the council was sitting there judging him, all they saw was Stephen face shining like the face of an angel.

b. He was different, and it made them uncomfortable.

c. His preaching made them look at their sin and make a decision to continue on or to handle it.

3. Stephen dared to make them feel guilty.

D. The straight truth will almost always bring results.

1. Listen to what Stephen tells the Council in 7:51, “You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did.”

2. Unfortunately the result was that they killed Stephen.

3. One observer’s life was changed forever that day though, because Stephen was willing to take a stand for Christ.  

a. Saul (the future Apostle Paul) saw something in Stephen as he watched him being stoned to death that he could not forget.  

b. He saw something that would eventually help him turn to God and become one of them, if not the greatest preacher this world has ever known.

Closing


The Early Church met its problems head-on with God and they resolved them to make them better, because they wanted to make a difference in the world that they lived in.

As we prepare to close this morning, I feel that there are two questions that are appropriate for me to challenge you with today.  #1: Does anyone see Jesus in you?  #2: Are you living a Christian life that changes the world for Christ?  If we ever expect to be a force for God in this community, then the answer to those questions needs to be “Yes”.
